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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 

Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 18 March after the following amendment had been moved by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the 
Opposition) � 

That the following words be added to the motion �  
but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the government has failed to adequately address a 
number of serious issues affecting Western Australia 

HON BATONG PHAM (East Metropolitan) [2.13 pm]: I also support the motion moved by Hon Helen 
Morton and thank His Excellency the Governor Dr Ken Michael for the speech he gave at the opening of this 
new Parliament. In thanking the Governor, it is appropriate to acknowledge his background and the contribution 
that he has made to our state both as an individual and as a member of our community. In speaking about the 
Governor, I also acknowledge the contribution made by all migrants to Western Australia. 

Dr Michael is the son of a migrant from the Greek island of Kastellorizon. Members might be aware that many 
of our community-minded citizens have sprung from this tiny but idyllic place. However, members might not be 
aware that there are more people from this island living in Perth than there are living on the island itself. This 
island has given us a former Lord Mayor of the City of Perth, Mick Michael, and a commonwealth minister, 
former senator Nick Bolkus. 

Our Governor�s father arrived in Australia as a young boy in the 1890s. In common with many migrants from all 
over the world, he had a hard life. However, like many migrants, he took up his responsibilities as an Australian 
citizen with pride and determination. In fact, the Governor�s father served in the 11th Battalion of the Australian 
Imperial Force in the First World War. 

After the Governor�s father died when he was just eight years old, Dr Michael worked hard to make something 
of himself and to support his family. He was educated at Perth Boys School and Perth Modern School, and he 
was awarded first-class honours in engineering by the University of Western Australia. Since then his 
contributions to the state have been enormous. He was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia in 1996 and 
became Western Australian Citizen of the Year in 2001. 

The experience of His Excellency the Governor is not unlike the experience of many migrants who have come to 
this state. As a migrant myself, I understand how hard life can be for migrants when arriving in a country that is 
different in so many ways from their own. Migrants are committed to living not just as a Greek or a Vietnamese, 
but as an Australian. In particular, I understand just how difficult it is for migrants to become part of public life 
in Australia. It is hard work; it is harder work than any member can imagine. However, I find inspiration in 
people such as the Governor, who put aside their difficulties and make a contribution to our way of life that only 
migrants are capable of making. 

All members know that it is rewarding and challenging to represent the values and ambitions of our 
communities. I will take some time to speak about the values and ambitions that exist in my electorate. What has 
surprised me about the job of representing my community is the enormous amount that we can learn from those 
whom we represent. Many people like to talk about political leadership�that is the way members of this place 
throw their weight around. It is right and justifiable to be interested in doing that, but I see more leadership 
among the members of the community that I represent than from many of those who are elected to serve them.  

When I look around at the schools in the East Metropolitan Region, I could name a dozen principals and teachers 
who provide the kind of leadership to our students every day of the week that will shape their experience, their 
careers and their lives. Not only are these principals and teachers important role models for their students but the 
only reason they go to work every day is to see how they can help our children grow and learn. My son Alban 
started kindergarten at the Mary McKillop Catholic Community Primary School in Ballajura this year. The 
wonderful thing about Mary McKillop is that it is such a strong part of our community. The principal, Mr James 
Danaher, has worked hard building the school and making sure that its links with people in the area is strong. His 
leadership is supported by the board, whose chairperson is Mr David Gorton.  

There is also an active and lively parents and friends committee. I acknowledge the work of the committee, 
which has worked so hard for the community. The 2008 committee was led by president Michelle Mitchell, 
secretary Debbie Schotte, treasurer Phillip Schotte and board representative Shelley Gaglia. The hard work of 
these individuals is of such enormous benefit to our community. Through their strong leadership, our children 
are the winners. I applaud their good work. They are not alone. I acknowledge all the good work of the 
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thousands of people like them throughout my electorate who, in their own ways, are contributing to a better 
community.  

I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of two others. Much has changed in this Parliament since the 
last election but a profound difference has been felt in my electorate with the absence of the former member for 
Morley, Mr John D�Orazio, and the former member for Swan Hills, Ms Jaye Radisich. The contribution that both 
these people made to their electorates and mine is enormous. I know that many people miss them both already. 
Mr D�Orazio came to Parliament after almost 30 years in public life as a councillor and mayor of the City of 
Bayswater. Not much of any significance has happened in Bayswater, Morley and Noranda since the 1980s that 
Mr D�Orazio has not played a part in. From his support of the Galleria Shopping Centre in Morley to the 
building of the new Lightning Reserve sporting facility in Noranda, Mr D�Orazio has been a tireless worker for 
his community. While Ailsa is happy to have him around the house more than usual, he has been sorely missed 
in the suburbs he served for so long.  

I would also like to acknowledge the contribution Ms Jaye Radisich made to the Parliament, the state and the 
people she represented. Jaye won the seat of Swan Hills in 2001 when everyone, with the exception of you, Mr 
President, counted her out. She worked 10 times as hard as the complacent sitting member and won. What is 
more remarkable than this victory and her subsequent win in 2005 is the enormous amount of work she put into 
her two short terms in Parliament. Jaye put in 14-hour days every day of the week, and the benefits of this 
showed in her community. In Ellenbrook especially, new schools were opened, including the Ellenbrook 
Secondary College, a state-of-the-art school that the people of Ellenbrook are proud of. While the Parliament and 
the people of Swan Hills have lost Jaye for the time being, small business in our state and around the country 
should rejoice as Jaye has just been appointed the new CEO of the Council of Small Business of Australia in 
Sydney. Small business now has someone of outstanding quality who knows how to represent a constituency 
looking after them. I wish her well in her new role. I hope the successors of Mr D�Orazio and Ms Radisich take 
up their strong work ethic and their tireless commitment to their communities. It is perhaps too soon to tell 
whether these new members measure up but the election will be upon us soon enough. Those new members will 
be measured against the achievements of Mr D�Orazio and Ms Radisich just as the new Liberal government will 
be measured against the achievements of the former Labor government. I say to the new government and the 
new members within the East Metropolitan Region: fight for quality health care in the eastern suburbs, fight for 
better policing and fight for a public transport system that works for the people. Do this and, in my mind, they 
cannot go far wrong in my electorate.  

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West � Parliamentary Secretary) [2.26 pm]: I also rise to support the motion 
moved by Hon Helen Morton. That, however, does not imply support for the additional words being sought to be 
added. I sincerely want to add my thanks and congratulations to that of other members to Governor Ken Michael 
and his wife, Julie, for their work and the attitude that they bring to the position. They are very active people. 
They have an outstanding manner and rapport with the broader community and do an outstanding job 
representing the Governor�s position and providing community leadership in Western Australia.  

It is six months since there was a change in government. I am pleased to be standing here today and looking 
forward to playing a part in the next Parliament. I am pleased initially for winning from the third position on the 
Liberal Party ticket. I will not go any further into that, suffice to say that that episode was very messy and one 
that the Liberal Party is not necessarily too proud of. Nevertheless, the election produced, I guess unusually, a 4-
2 split in the South West Region. That was always a possibility. Initially, it did not look that way. I was very 
concerned about my future after 21 May. In the end it was a reasonably close run, which effectively amounted to 
504 votes across a constituency getting up to 160 000. I am very pleased to indicate my appreciation, particularly 
for those 615 people who took the time to number every square above the line and put me at number one. I am 
not quite sure what happened with their preferences after that. We can reasonably assume that at least some of 
them might not necessarily have voted Liberal in the general way. Nevertheless the election outcome was 
obviously pleasing. I was delighted with the result and I am pleased to have a role in the new government as the 
parliamentary secretary with a special focus on science and innovation.  

Most of the science and innovation portfolio is not of a party political nature. We could debate things around the 
edges, such as GM technology and a few others, but most of the science and innovation portfolio has been free 
of party politics over the years, and that is a good thing. Nevertheless the new Liberal-National government has 
come to the position taking a fresh look at the portfolio. Some of the actions taken since the election include, 
firstly, the science and innovation unit within government being removed from the disaggregated Department of 
Industry and Resources. That unit has now been incorporated with those relevant units that were operating within 
the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to now operate under the Department of Commerce. It is a good 
move because it provides the goal of giving science and innovation a specific commercial focus. That process is 
settling in and the staff in the new department are going about their job in a very constructive way.  
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Secondly, in taking a fresh look at the whole area the government is conducting a review and, indeed, an audit, 
which has commenced, into all aspects of science and innovation, including governance, structures and the role 
of the various bodies in this area, such as the WA Science and Innovation Council, the Technology and Industry 
Advisory Council, the Chief Scientist and others. It is also auditing and reviewing funding and programs. We 
will perhaps see the first signs of that in the budget that will be presented on 14 May. That budget will be 
presented in a difficult situation with the state�s deteriorating finances closing in around the government.  

I will give members some of my observations on the science and innovation portfolio. I was the shadow 
spokesman for a few years, therefore I had a grasp of some of the major issues, although I do not pretend that I 
know it all, and even today I do not pretend to know it all. Firstly, I refer to the role of the Chief Scientist. I was 
surprised when we came to government to discover that that role was a term-of-government appointment. I 
found that very unusual because the Chief Scientist should be a position that is at arm�s length from government. 
It should have a degree of independence. I give credit to Professor Lyn Beazley who had performed the role of 
Chief Scientist for a year or so prior to the election and continued to work in that role because she was on long 
service leave from her substantive position with the University of Western Australia for the two or three months 
it took to get the process back on track before the position was filled on a permanent basis. The position had to 
be renegotiated. I was very pleased to see Professor Lyn Beazley reappointed on a full-time basis. I was pleased 
to see Lyn decide to allocate her office independently of the institution she was most closely tied to; that is, 
UWA. She was able to do that because the Chief Scientist is a full-time appointment and she is no longer 
performing her professorial duties with UWA. Her office has moved from UWA to Kings Park, next to the 
Kings Park research facilities. It is a good move because it portrays a message to the wider community that Lyn 
is the Chief Scientist for everybody, involving the whole portfolio. I have developed an excellent rapport with 
Lyn Beazley. She is a dynamic woman and works at a frenetic pace.  

Hon Sue Ellery: She inspires and enthuses.  

Hon BARRY HOUSE: Absolutely. She is one of the most outstanding motivators I have come across in any 
role. If that is the primary role of the Chief Scientist, she does it in spades and the state gets value out of her 
contribution.  

Tomorrow I will be travelling with Lyn and some other people from Western Australia to Singapore to be part of 
a WA delegation, principally from Perth Education City, which is marketing Western Australian tertiary 
education opportunities into Asia. I have become involved because the centrepiece of Western Australia�s pitch 
in that market will be WA science capacity and WA science attractiveness, centred specifically around the 
Square Kilometre Array project and Western Australia�s role and future in that.  

I refer now to other observations I have made of the science and innovation portfolio. Western Australia is well 
served by its research institutions. Some people say that we are not big enough to have four public universities. 
Overall each one of them does an outstanding job�UWA, Curtin University of Technology, Murdoch 
University and Edith Cowan University. Of course there is the private University of Notre Dame Australia, 
which is based in Fremantle.  

Numerous centres of excellence are doing an excellent job in their area in which the activity and issue are 
highlighted rather than the institution. This has led to collaborative centres, collaborative institutes and 
collaborative research activities. That is the way of the world and does not apply only to Western Australia. It is 
the way it should be. Government funding at any level�federal, state or international�identifies the area, issue 
and outcomes. The institutions follow that to deliver those outcomes.  

In Western Australia we have seen the development of a series of very exciting and productive collaborative 
institutions, and I will give members a few examples. The Western Australian Medical Health Research Institute 
has been established for over a decade. It was established initially in the time of the previous Court government. 
It is a very successful, innovative body under the guidance of Peter Klinken, with a person of the calibre of Dick 
Lester chairing the board. It is centred at Royal Perth Hospital and it has some facilities on the Hollywood 
campus. It has plans, mostly via a $100 million federal government allocation that was made to it about two 
years ago, for future exciting building plans based at Fiona Stanley Hospital and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital in 
conjunction with the Hollywood campus. It will incorporate facilities to conduct very large clinical trials that 
will derive some income and go a long way to making this institution sustainable and self-supporting in the 
future. The issue with not only this institution but also others is how they keep the lights on and keep recurrent 
spending operating.  

I acknowledge and give credit to Geoff Gallop particularly, because Geoff came from a university academic 
background. When Geoff was the Premier he provided very good leadership in the field of scientific research by 
giving it a supportive focus from government. Under his tutelage several institutions got off the ground. One of 
them is the Western Australian Marine Science Institution headed by Peter Rogers and Dr Steve Blake. They 
recently produced an outstanding report called �Turning the Tide� based on the Kimberley area, which I 
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recommend to members to read. It has provided a valuable base of information for much of the work to be done 
in the future, some of which was announced yesterday by the Minister for Environment. They are pretty exciting 
developments.  

Another institution is the Western Australian Energy Research Alliance, a collaborative institution involving 
universities, with perhaps Curtin University of Technology as a lead institute, as well as major producers such as 
Chevron, Rio Tinto and BHP Billiton. A newly created body of this nature is the International Centre for Radio 
Astronomy Research. I was involved in some of this as we came to government. Initially, the proposal was for 
the International Radio Astronomy Research Centre, the acronym for which is IRARC. I believe the first major 
positive decision it made was to change the name and hence the acronym! It is a collaborative body between the 
University of Western Australia, Curtin University of Technology, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation particularly, and other institutions. Edith Cowan has a valuable interest in it. Each 
university can play a role in a specific aspect of what will be a major scientific development in Western 
Australia. I acknowledge here the role of a very prominent Western Australian, Bernard Bowen, who has a 
lengthy career as a public servant, particularly in fisheries. He is also involved in academia and has chaired the 
steering committees of several of these bodies in establishing their government structures and seeing that their 
functions and compliance structures were right. He is currently chairing the steering committee for the 
International Centre on Radio Astronomy Research. He does an outstanding job in the community�s interest.  

In future, we hope to see the green light given to another desalination centre proposed to be based at 
Rockingham, with Murdoch University as the lead agency. It follows the federal government initiative of 
allocating $20 million to water desalination research�I think it was announced during the federal election some 
18 months ago. Two of these proposals were committed to, one for water recycling�which looks as though it 
will be based in Queensland�and one for water desalination, for which I believe Western Australia made the 
only submission. I hope that is the case and that we will hear soon that it will be based right here in Western 
Australia. The focus for this will not be on the major desalination plant that the Water Corporation has already 
installed at Kwinana, which generates 45 gigalitres of water, and the proposed plant at Binningup, south of Perth. 
That process is well proven. Major international companies operate in that area and when another desalination 
plant is needed, the Water Corporation of Western Australia can buy them off the shelf, as it were. This new 
water desalination research will focus on smaller, boutique-type desalination processes that could operate in 
conjunction with, say, a wave energy plant or the saline waters in the wheatbelt or a very small local desalination 
plant based on the coast. It could play a vital role in cleaning up some of our water sources that have become 
polluted. I believe we have the beginnings of some good developments to ensure a critical mass in science 
expertise and that we attract, maintain and build our intellectual capacity in Western Australia. A great base for 
that intellectual capacity is our Nobel Laureates, Barry Marshall and Robin Warren, who have brought 
international attention and acclaim to Perth particularly and Western Australia in general. Added to that is the 
Premier�s Research Fellowship program, which I think Geoff Gallop also initiated. It has been established for 
about six years and has already brought to this state enormous capacity, with some of the world�s best scientists 
operating in areas such as radioastronomy, nanotechnology, geothermal energy, marine science, medical science 
and water science. The most recent appointments to the fellowship program were made by our government, 
albeit the proposals were made before the change of government, so the work had effectively been done in the 
decision-making process. The most recent appointments are Professor Shaun Collins, who, incidentally, is 
talking about bringing initially 12 people to operate from a UWA base and eventually 25 people. That is 
manpower and research capability specifically that he will bring with him. I was extremely interested and 
delighted to find out that the other appointment is Professor Malcolm McCullough, who is involved heavily in 
researching the effect of climate change on coral reefs, with a view towards Ningaloo Reef in future. That 
research is also very important for Western Australia. On a personal note, I was delighted to see Malcolm is one 
of those people coming back to Western Australia, because Malcolm and I went to school together at Busselton 
Senior High School. We were in the same year, were prefects together and played cricket and football together. I 
used to stay at his house when I went to Busselton and we even flatted together while I was at UWA and he was 
at the then WA Institute of Technology.  

Hon Kate Doust: You are showing your age.  

Hon BARRY HOUSE: Yes; he is as old as I am! We have kept in touch and been close friends over the years 
and it is terrific to see him come back to take up this very important appointment in Western Australia after 
doing valuable work at the California Institute of Technology, and at the Australian National University in 
Canberra for 20-odd years.  

Many outstanding programs, with government support of various descriptions, operate in Western Australia. I 
will give a snapshot of some of them. I have been very impressed with the pilot of a mentoring program in 
Western Australia for first-year science and maths teachers. This was implemented last year with experienced 
science and maths teachers mentoring new graduates, not necessarily at the same school, often in a remote 
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school somewhere. This has brought people together. In previous years, the attrition rate of science and maths 
graduates has been about 30 per cent; they would leave after one year. It was just too hard for them in the 
education system. They were absolutely sure that 39 out of the 40 graduates participating in this pilot program 
not only were committed to continuing in science or maths as a career, but also were totally enthused about it. It 
is a good pilot program. 

There is also a BioGENEius program. I went to the BIO International Convention in Boston in the United States 
in May 2007. This was when I first became aware of this program. It is run throughout the United States, and, as 
is US form, it is called the �world� BioGENEius program. Western Australia has taken the first step towards 
making it a world BioGENEius program. People such as Lyn Beazley and Warwick Mathews, a science teacher 
at Shenton College, have adopted and pursued the BioGENEius program. They have been so successful that at 
last year�s BIO International Convention in San Diego, Western Australian entrants entered the competition for 
the first time and took out third and fourth places against competition from across the United States of America. 
This year�s BIO International Convention will be held in Atlanta, and Western Australia will have entrants in 
that competition. The next stage for Western Australia is to develop the licence that it has for a BioGENEius 
competition and develop it with other states of Australia and into the Asian rim. That program has a real future. 

There are many others programs, but I cannot mention science projects without referring, even briefly, to the 
daddy of them all for Western Australia�the international Square Kilometre Array science project. It is a 
$2.5 billion science project proposed for either Western Australia or southern Africa. I say �southern� Africa 
because it involves South Africa in conjunction with about nine surrounding countries. If Australia wins the 
project, it will be based in Australia, with a further connection to New Zealand. The Square Kilometre Array 
involves radioastronomy. I certainly do not pretend to be an expert in radioastronomy, but what appeals to me is 
that it is anticipated that when the telescope is switched on, it will generate in six hours more data about our 
origins, the workings of the universe, black holes and all the planets and their systems than the world has 
available at its fingertips now. That sort of capacity is mind-boggling, should it be brought to bear. Of course, the 
attractiveness of the SKA project is not just in radioastronomy; it will transfer to other areas. It will drive 
developments in power. The immediate situation confronting this government when it came to office was to sign 
off on and finalise negotiations in a variety of areas to ensure that Western Australia had its house in order in its 
bid for the Square Kilometre Array project. That involves, firstly, securing the land, which is at Boolardy station, 
north west of Geraldton in the Murchison; and, secondly, securing a radio-quiet area with a diameter of about 
70 kilometres. Both federal and state legislation will be required. The first step has been taken: we have secured 
the site. I am told reliably that the native title negotiations are virtually complete. The Indigenous land use 
agreement is close to being finalised. I do not believe there are any issues with that. The Pathfinder project, 
which is a big radioastronomy project in its own right, is well on the way. 

Of course, the other big project is the International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research, which is headed by 
Professor Peter Quinn, one of the Premier�s fellows, together with Professor Peter Hall from Curtin University of 
Technology, Professor Steven Tingay, Professor Lister Staveley-Smith from the University of Western Australia, 
and many other internationally acclaimed scientists. The real spin-offs for Western Australia will not just be in 
radioastronomy expertise; there will be spin-offs in the power required to run this major facility basically in the 
middle of nowhere. I am very confident that initiative and innovation will be applied to that task. The obvious 
answer is solar power, with suitable battery backup, to operate the facility. However, it must be radio quiet of 
course. The project will require the capacity of computers that have not even been built yet. It will require 
supercomputer capacity in the area around Geraldton, and our communications links across the Nullarbor Plain 
to Geraldton and the rest of the world will need to be upgraded significantly. It will also provide a fillip to 
regional development and to the Geraldton Universities Centre campus. That is important. 

I have no doubt that Australia and Western Australia have all the scientific requirements sorted out and ticked 
off. I have no doubt that the science of our bid will stack up against that of southern Africa in every possible 
way. However, how the decision is made internationally will be as much political as it is scientific. That is the 
real challenge for this state and this nation to win the bid for Western Australia. A lot of work is being done. The 
creation of the International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research is very important because it provides a focal 
point for the marketing and scientific exercise. The Minister for Science and Innovation, Troy Buswell; the Chief 
Scientist; Professor Peter Quinn; some Indigenous leaders from the Murchison; and an entourage of other people 
associated with this project recently attended a forum in Cape Town. 

Hon Kate Doust interjected. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE: Was the member not there? Nor was I. 

Hon Kate Doust interjected. 
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Hon BARRY HOUSE: No, I did not go. I could have gone, but my daughter�s wedding was on the following 
week so I figured I had better turn up to that! 

I think the first step was made in an international forum in Cape Town. I am reliably told that Western Australia 
put its best foot forward and did an outstanding job in marketing. I do not think anybody is quite sure who will 
make the decision�whether it will be by an international scientific forum, the European Union or G8 leaders. 
All those people will probably be involved at some stage. 

Hon Kate Doust: Do you think we have an advantage because we have security of area for its location and 
stability of government, as opposed to what exists in South Africa? Is that being pushed as an advantage? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE: Yes, it is, nationally. Of course, I believe we have all those advantages in terms of 
geological and political stability and other areas. I am also told that the South African project is well advanced 
and is also being put together very well. We certainly cannot take anything for granted. Who knows�in the end 
it may be a collaborative exercise between South Africa and Australia, although I am not sure how the science 
would work with that. This is an outstanding project of national and international significance, and I am hopeful 
and confident that we can win it for Western Australia. Like any other similar area, the involvement of 
government in science and innovation faces a difficult financial environment. We all know about that, but we 
also have to recognise opportunities in this area. Innovation is not just science; it involves all sorts of clever 
ways of looking at things, whether it be a process in an office, a marketing opportunity or whatever. We must 
look at ways of doing things better, and the government has an involvement with that process. 

An organisation that has recently been given some assurance by way of a commitment of five years� future 
government funding is Scitech. Many members will be familiar with Scitech, and I do not mind admitting that I 
think it is one of the most outstanding institutions delivering messages and educational value to the community 
of Western Australia. Recently I was asked to officiate at an event acknowledging Scitech�s twenty-first 
birthday. I was introduced by Alan Brien, the chief executive officer, who made a few references to things that 
were happening 21 years ago. He asked people whether they knew who the Premier and Deputy Premier were 
then. I knew those answers, and it is significant that the Deputy Premier 21 years ago was Mal Bryce, who was 
closely associated with the initiation of Scitech, and is still involved with the organisation to this day. Mr Brien 
also mentioned that I had been elected to Parliament in that year�1987�and that Kylie Minogue was featuring 
in some television program as an emerging star in Australia. I was asked to make a few remarks and I began by 
saying that I did not know whether Kylie Minogue and I had anything in common, but I was pleased to entertain 
the idea. Nevertheless, I was very pleased to be there on behalf of the government and the community of 
Western Australia to acknowledge Scitech�s performance over the past 21 years. It is a scientific adventure 
world for children of all ages. Scitech has fans of all ages and backgrounds, and it does a tremendous job. I 
formally acknowledge the role of everyone involved in the organisation. The staff work beyond the call of duty, 
and the board members are passionately involved with the organisation. I add my congratulations to everybody 
involved. All the displays are created on site by an extremely innovative group of people. They get real value out 
of marketing their exhibitions to other similar centres, not only in Australia but also around the world. I know 
that some Scitech displays have appeared in Spain, Portugal, Sweden and all sorts of other places. That is a great 
advertisement for Western Australia as well. 

The patron of Scitech is Professor John de Laeter. A hall of fame has been established at Scitech and its first 
inductees were Western Australia�s Nobel laureates, Barry Marshall and Robin Warren. Professor de Laeter was 
added to the hall of fame just a couple of weeks ago, which was extremely appropriate. Professor de Laeter is an 
outstanding Western Australian who has had a very profound impact on science in this state, particularly at 
Curtin University but also throughout the community, and he has left a lasting legacy in many areas. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson: He was involved with the Gravity Discovery Centre as well. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE: He was involved with the Gravity Discovery Centre, Curtin University, Scitech, the 
Bentley Technology Park and a host of other things. A small article about him appeared in The West Australian 
the other day. He was inducted into the hall of fame at the Premier�s Science Awards ceremony and this was 
acclaimed by everyone present. 

In the 20 minutes I have left I want to cover a couple of things involving my electorate, and issues that I have 
been involved in. Continuing on the anniversary and birthday theme, on Saturday, 15 November 2008 the 
Friends of the Cape to Cape Track celebrated the tenth anniversary of its formation. I am extremely proud to be 
the patron of that organisation. It has done an outstanding job. Some 15 years ago I was involved with the 
Minister for Sport and Recreation at the time, Hon Norman Moore, in chairing a ministerial task force on trails. 
Some people I know looked at that project and considered it a bit kinky, way out or different. 

Hon Norman Moore: It was never kinky! 
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Hon BARRY HOUSE: No, it was never kinky! 

The legacy of that task force comes through in projects such as the Cape to Cape Track. Western Australia has a 
couple of signature walk trails, one of which is the Bibbulmun Track, which everybody knows about. The Cape 
to Cape Track, in its own way, is as attractive internationally. It attracts a different set of people, and has 
different scenery and a different set of challenges. They have done an outstanding job. I say �they� because the 
track is run not by a government department but by a partnership between the Friends of the Cape to Cape Track, 
the Department of Environment and Conservation, the local shires of Busselton and Augusta-Margaret River, 
and various recreational, health and transport interests, as well as Indigenous groups. The track reflects 
everything that that ministerial task force that I was involved with 15 years ago set out to achieve, and I am 
pretty proud of that. 

There is also a significant cycle trail between Margaret River and Cowaramup, which has now been extended 
almost to Witchcliffe. For a few years, a couple of the old railway bridges along the trail were deemed to be 
unsafe, but now work has almost been completed on replacement bridges. The local government has initiated 
and runs that project. It is a tremendous development. A great southern bike ride is to take place, involving 
thousands of people from all over Australia. That ride will start in Margaret River on 28 March, and it will also 
finish in Margaret River. It is a great event for that area.  

I need to acknowledge Jane Scott, who has been the president of Friends of the Cape to Cape Track for the 10 
years that it has been in operation. I also need to thank Neil Taylor, who, like Jane, is a life member of that 
group. Neil works for the Department of Environment and Conservation. He has been an absolute stalwart. He 
has project-managed many of the works that have been done to improve that track. For instance, there is now 
disabled access virtually all the way from Cape Naturaliste to Sugar Loaf. That is a significant investment. Neil 
is about to move in his employment to the north of the state. I wish him all the very best in that, but he will be 
sorely missed in his role with the Cape to Cape Track. Groups of local people have taken it upon themselves to 
own, manage and maintain various sections of that track. They do an outstanding job. I also want to commend 
Tom Tuffin for taking on the role of coordinating all the applications and submissions by those groups.  

I am also the patron of Geographe Bay Yacht Club. On 22 November last year, Geographe Bay Yacht Club 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. This was two years after Koombana Bay Sailing Club in Bunbury celebrated 
its fiftieth anniversary. These organisations have been part of the history of the Geographe Bay area for many 
years. Of course we all know that Nicolas Baudin made the initial impact in that area, because Geographe Bay 
was named after his ship the Géographe, and Cape Naturaliste was named after his other ship, the Naturaliste. 
The influence of the French explorers is reflected in the 240 French names that are found all the way along the 
coast of Western Australia. Geographe Bay Yacht Club is one of the oldest and most well established 
organisations in Busselton, along with the Country Women�s Association, the agricultural society and the cricket 
clubs. I have had a long association with the cricket clubs in that area. A couple of years ago I was associated 
with the centenary of Country Week Cricket. Organisations such as Geographe Bay Yacht Club have played an 
important role in the history of that area.  

Geographe Bay Yacht Club is an outstanding club. It is in a superb location. It is developing better and better 
facilities every year. It caters for community groups from all ages and backgrounds. It is always well 
administered. The club recently initiated Geographe Race Week. This event is centred mostly on Port Geographe 
Marina rather than the yacht club itself. It is an outstanding event, with over 100 yachts participating. The most 
recent race was held about two weeks ago. It is the largest offshore yacht race in Western Australia, and it is 
highly anticipated by a lot of people. Geographe Bay Yacht Club has produced a book to celebrate its fiftieth 
anniversary. The book is called Moving Forward, Looking Back. I take this opportunity to congratulate the 
committee�led by Tren Fahey and Beres Coley and a group of life members of the club�that specifically took 
on the task of producing this book, and I commend that book to all members.  

While I am on anniversaries, last week I was asked to represent the Minister for Health, Hon Kim Hames, at the 
tenth anniversary of South West Health Campus. This was a very significant occasion. As members would know, 
South West Health Campus is a co-located body incorporating Bunbury Regional Hospital and St John of God 
Hospital. It is located in an area adjacent to the Edith Cowan University campus and South West Regional 
College of TAFE, and now also the new secondary college, Manea College. It is an outstanding complex. It has 
well and truly proved its worth and value over the 10 years it has been in operation. The co-location of those two 
hospitals on that site has reduced duplication and has added significantly to their original capacity. They share 
operating theatres, sterilisation units and catering facilities. They also share specialists. That has also resulted in 
the employment of many additional specialists who otherwise might not have been attracted to that area.  

When I was asked to make a few comments at the anniversary celebrations of South West Health Campus, I 
made a point of specifically looking at the origins of this project, because I thought that would be worthwhile. In 
the early 1990s my electorate office was actually in Bunbury. I find it interesting that when that campus was first 
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proposed, one could have been forgiven for thinking that the word �co-location� was a dirty word, because it 
certainly aroused significant passion in the community. I vividly recall sitting on a stage, very uncomfortably, 
with Hon Peter Foss, the then Minister for Health, at the Railway Institute Hall in Bunbury. The hall was packed. 
There must have been 500 people there. It was a very vocal and raucous meeting. The meeting was all about the 
concept of co-location and moving Bunbury Regional Hospital to a new site. There was clearly a need for 
Bunbury Regional Hospital to be upgraded and rebuilt. In fact, a hole in the ground had already been made for 
the footings for a new hospital, but nothing had been done on that land for about four or five years. That land has 
now been used for housing. The problem was that although the co-location proposal was a great idea, it could 
easily have gone off the rails had it not been managed properly. Whether by accident or deliberate design, local 
people were brought on board to chair a group of committees. I want to give credit here to Louie Tonia, a farmer 
at Donnybrook and a property owner in Bunbury, who has always been interested in health issues and at the time 
was the chair of the then South West Health Board. There was also a technical committee headed by Dr Tom 
Cottee, who was a Bunbury general practitioner, and Anne Donaldson, who was the director of what was then 
South West Health. They, together with a lot of other people, were able to address all the issues one by one and 
resolve them, and the project went ahead. I do not think anyone would question now the value of that 
development. It is a role model for the rest of Australia. Unfortunately, it has not been adopted in many other 
places in Australia, but in my mind it should be, because it is a great role model for community health.  

I am running out of time, but I want to mention another matter that gave me a great deal of satisfaction. On 
14 March 1996, I was privileged to make the primary address in the Address-in-Reply to the Governor�s Speech. 
Hon Helen Morton had the privilege of making that address at the commencement of this thirty-eighth 
Parliament. In that speech I addressed some of the opportunities and challenges for my electorate and the south 
west. I spoke about the road networks, particularly the road between Bunbury and Lake Clifton. At that stage 
that road was not the four-lane highway that it is today, with a divided carriageway. That road has been a dual 
carriageway almost all the way to Lake Clifton for most of the past 10 years. At that stage that road was in a less 
than adequate state of maintenance. I said that it needed to be upgraded and that we should consider changing its 
name. I said off the top of my head that I thought Forrest Highway had a certain synergy to it because of Lord 
Forrest�s connection to Bunbury. One of my former parliamentary colleagues, Hon Doug Wenn, rudely 
interjected and said it should be called the Barry House Highway, but I ignored that as I would not be so 
presumptuous! 
Hon Simon O�Brien: That was my second choice, Barry. 
Hon BARRY HOUSE: I was delighted to read a media release on 15 March from the Minister for Transport 
headed �Sir John Forrest commemorated in naming of new highway�. It states � 

A major section of the soon to be completed New Perth Bunbury Highway will be named in honour of 
Western Australia�s first Premier, Sir John Forrest. 
� 
�This is an extremely fitting tribute to a man who was our State�s first Premier, a cabinet minister in 
Australia�s first Federal Parliament and a man remembered for his exploration work through WA�s 
interior,�� 
�Born in Bunbury, it is highly appropriate that this vital road link to our State�s South-West region 
should honour Sir John Forrest.� 
The Minister said the name would apply to the 38.5km rural section of the highway, from Pinjarra Road 
to the tie-in with the existing dual carriageway on Old Coast Road near Lake Clifton. 

I am very pleased about the renaming of that section because the section I referred to previously was from Lake 
Clifton to Bunbury. I received quite a lot of comments through my electorate office from several constituents 
who said, �How dare you suggest changing the name of the Old Coast Road. It�s got historic significance�, and 
they are right. I presume that the name of that portion of the highway will continue to be called Old Coast Road 
and that the new section to Pinjarra Road, which should be opened in about two or three months, will be named 
Forrest Highway. That is very appropriate. It goes to show that if you bang on long enough about some of these 
types of things, they do eventuate. I congratulate the Minister for Transport. 

Hon Simon O�Brien: The wishes that you have just expressed about the section of Old Coast Road south of 
Lake Clifton and its naming are respected in the cabinet decision. Although there is the prospect of that tract also 
being called Forrest Highway, it will happen only after consultation and agreement with the local people because 
of the sensitivities that you wisely mentioned. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE: There is still a strong historical connection to the name Old Coast Road. That is a wise 
move. 
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I will raise a couple of other local issues in my electorate. The Margaret River perimeter road is still the number 
one issue for the community of Margaret River. A meeting was held just last week with the Minister for 
Transport and the Treasurer on this matter. I am encouraged by the progress that has been made, although we 
must wait until the final route is determined in the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River�s town planning scheme. 
Hopefully that will be sorted out by May, after it has been gestating for 16 years! Four or five people might 
disagree with the proposed route, but the vast majority of the community think it is well overdue and are looking 
to the government to give a commitment. It has the potential to become a role model for the way in which roads 
are constructed in the future. I am sure that the minister will acknowledge that up to 50 per cent of the cost of 
that road could be recouped from the landowners along the route. 

Water use is another issue in my electorate. The Shire of Augusta-Margaret River and the golf club, in particular, 
have proposed to take the treated wastewater from the main sewerage plant in Margaret River and reuse it on 
community public open spaces, community ovals and the golf club in particular. That proposal has been mooted 
for quite a while. The golf club and some other institutions have already spent a lot of money on infrastructure. 
The only stumbling block has been the Water Corporation. It refuses to release that water under the conditions 
that would make it viable and sustainable for the community, which wants to take on a very obvious and 
sustainable use of a valuable water resource. Hopefully that matter is close to being concluded. I organised a 
meeting between the Minister for Water, Graham Jacobs, and the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River and the golf 
club recently and I hope that progress can be made. The Water Corporation provides water free of charge to the 
Forest Products Commission, which uses it for pine tree and blue gum plantations. The FPC does not need the 
water. If that is a matter of helping the Water Corporation get rid of the water at no cost, why not provide it to 
the community under the same conditions? 

Recently I have become involved with some local issues in Gracetown at the invitation of the Gracetown 
community. Suffice to say there has been ongoing debate between LandCorp, the community and other agencies 
about development in Gracetown. Things went a little off the rails recently when a proposal was made to impose 
upon Gracetown the status of special-use tourist area without any proper consultation. That proposal has been 
withdrawn and I hope to play a meaningful role in putting right that process and the future outcomes. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson. 
 


